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English Section
Teacher as a Role Model

Sources of our knowledge are so diverse that we are only beginning to think about their
complexity. Our impulse to look, enumerate, classify and evaluate these sources is constantly
alive whether we are conscious of it or not. A child, when it opens to the world its senses, finds
itself in completely unintelligible, alien world which gradually becomes a world that it tries to
comprehend and then master, control and manipulate.

During this process of growth the child is gorging upon so many forms of knowledge from so
many sources that to find a single individual human person embodying and concentrating the
various and scattered sources of knowledge comes as a relief to the child. The experience of
learning and socialization can be now articulated into and from the single human individual
who may or may not answer all its questions. Once the child has discovered this kind of single
source, the complexity of life, particularly nowadays when the child’s attention is stolen by
virtual games industry and other entertaining distractions, for the first time in her life perhaps,
becomes enjoyable and not merely an unfolding challenge and psychologically confusing. All
the childish curiosities that are going to grow into more complex moral questions can now flow
between the pupil and the other human, which we can now call with some hesitation, a teacher,
with still more hesitation, a teacher who is a role model.

The impulse to seek models is embedded in the desire to know and comprehend and do so in
simplified way. The first principle that binds the pupil to the teacher is the trust. If the trust is
missing, the first doubt, qualm, or question will be directed in some other more trusted
direction. The knowledge that the teacher imparts or the direction to which the teacher points
may falterbut the trust can not. The trust can falter if the promise of knowledge is absolute.
More sure the teacher is about the knowledge s/he possesses less is s/he like to survive the trust
test because knowledge is ever expanding in details of facts and interpretations. In this age
when the facts can be checked and verified swiftly, it is harder and harder for a teacher to stay
abreast of the facts and their relevance. So comes the humbleness and humility, as the second
principle, in the promise of knowledge.

The application of humbleness, however, cannot immune the teacher from the need to stay
updated with the ever galloping domains of knowledge. Take an example to understand the
domains and disciplines and their relationship with knowledge: an Arabic or Sanskrit language
teacher, however steeped in her domain knowledge, cannot, knowingly or unknowingly, refuse
or refute the laws of evolution which are firmly established since Darwin and revalidated by
later scientists. So one domain’s knowledge is to be kept at a steady high level to which the
teacher belongs whereas the general knowledge level of other domains must not fall below a
threshold to keep the strength of the trust bond between the teacher and the pupil. We can call
this principle as the awareness principle—the daunting need to stay contemporary and relevant.
So a teacher, as an embodiment of sources of knowledge, needs to keep earning and holding
the trust through ever updating herself and ever feeling the imperfection in doing so and thus
stays humble. Humbleness is more natural and profound when a teacher understands that the
next generation is surely, not just likely, to surpass standards set by her own. And one of her
pupils, from one class or another, is likely to shine more than the rest, including her or her
peers. The consequent pride that she was instrumental in bringing out the coming generation
and its luminous minds is her secret pleasure and motivation to go on.

Pursuit of knowledge for its own sake has its pleasures but when it is given further impetus by
the student community of seekers who appreciate the pursuit is a bonus cause of jubilation for



the teacher. This can also lead to an axiom that those who are not interested in pursuit and
dissemination of knowledge have no business to become teachers.

The knowledge includes the skills necessary for survival in a vigorously competitive world and
the comprehension and wisdom to lead a fulfilling life in given circumstances. The skill part
leads to diverse domains that education has branched out in: sciences, social sciences and
humanities; and still further in many subjects and courses overlapping and intersecting in many
interesting ways. These subjects may not equip the learner with the knowledge which is
necessary to actively live a life as a member of a community or as a citizen. A teacher who is
likely to succeed in becoming someone worth emulating is able to connect an individual in a
community with the wider world by constantly reflecting and illuminating the relationship of
the individual with the community and the community with the world.A teacher thus equips a
learner with this contingent and dynamic form of knowledge apart from the domain from which
s’he is apparently connected.

At the world level human beings are grappling with several grand issues such as climate
change, income inequalities and rising power of technological giant company and states. These
big issues are reflected and refracted in myriad ways with local issues with which a teacher and
her students face and feel. Local issues could be school dropout, drug abuse, water shortage,
unemployment, crime and psychological health etc. To be able to connect the biographical with
the social and historical is one of the ways in which a teacher can alleviate the suffering of the
community and prove right the dictum of Buddha that the understanding is the only true cure
of human suffering. The connections and comparisons, which made with care and intelligence,
between the local and the distant, between the empirical and the abstract, between what is
practiced and what might be the principle is likely to impart what goes in the name of human
wisdom. This might be termed the principle of interconnectedness that connects the seemingly
unconnected or distant.

Even when the human teacher is endowed with fortunate traits of character which manifest in
so many ways before her pupils, she may have to compete with many other icons in her culture
to stay ahead in the minds of her students. Sometime a mere athlete and at others a singer or
dancer might create enough of attraction around the growing students that the unglamorous
teacher playing the large unpretentious role goes dim in their minds. A cricket player, a singer
or an actor, for example, is centre of cultural hullabaloo made important through constant
promotions through media. It is a pity that our icons thus come from such thin segment of life
activities.To lay bare underlying and usually hidden mechanisms of cultural phenomenon and
ideologies at work, such as spectator sport or left/right/centre of politics,is also an important
taskfor a person who is looked up as a role model. This can be called critical thinking principle.
To be a role model also involves the personal conduct of the teacher—the clothes she wears,
means of transport he uses, causes she espouses or aspirations he chases after. This means a
teacher practices closely what is expressed to be good and beautiful and ethically
sustainable.This could be the hardest part for an individual to identify the social current and
yet not fall under its sway, often leading to isolation and anomie.

Yash Pal
Asst. Professor
Deptt. Of English\



The Changes in Our School

I studied in the Govt. Girls Senior Secondary School, Shahzadpur. In the past, when we
were there as students there were hardly any facilities but now there is a lot of change in that
school. The school has become a modern looking school now. The old ordinary classrooms
have been transformed into smart class rooms. Technology has entered classrooms- there are
screens and electric appliances which facilitate learning.

There are two water coolers that provide clean drinking water. Laboratories have been
beautified. A nursing lab is established and in the already established library the supplies of
books has increased and the students are beginning to enjoy these changes. The toilets now
have functional taps and the girls find it easier and even pleasant to stay in school. There is also
a small temple dedicated to Saraswati, the goddess of learning. There is a beautiful garden.
There must be more that I have failed to notice. There is a lot of positive change in the school.

Minakshi
BA-II, 22

Creaky Education System needs Reforms

“Even a circus lion learns to sit on a chair in the fear of whip, but we call such lion
'Well Trained' not 'Well Educated'.”’

This is a famous dialogue of a movie but it can be applied on our education system.
Most of the students are like circus lion, which are manufactured by our education system every
year. They are only increasing Literacy rate of the country, but are not giving any contribution
for the growth of country. They are fighting against unemployment. Thus the youth which
could take the nation to the heights, is being wasted.

This is not the mistake of students. There are many reasons behind it. First reason is
poor education system and some pedagogues. When I was in 6th standard we were introduced
with guides by our teachers. Since then me and my classmates started relying on guides. We
never tried to think and understand the simple concepts. We just crammed the guides and
passed the examinations. But now at the age of 20 I realized that guides are crutches. These are
big hindrances in the way of mental growth of students.

Another reason behind this problem is pattern of our society. Especially in rural areas
girls face many problems. Some parents don't pay enough attention to their studies. They don't
spend money on their studies, but save it for their marriage. Sometimes family problems are
also obstacles in their studies. They have to bear many family and social pressures.

About 269 million people in India live below poverty line. These are not literate. They
live in slums filled of garbage, brick kilns, footpaths etc. Many of these people don't send their
children to school because they think that if they will go to school then who will work and
bring money to home. So, except [rather than] going to school they work at tea stalls, shops,
beg on signals, collect garbage. In this way they don’t get equal opportunity to get education.



In pre-Independence India British opened schools and colleges in India to produce
cheap clerks. Even after 75 years of independence, the schools and colleges are doing same
work, except some exceptions. Education system is not changing. Students, Schools and,
Universities are running after scores in exams which are rather predictable and patterned.
Marks do not represent the capabilities of a student. For example: a person named Manoj
Kumar Sharma failed in 12th standard. He passed it in his second attempt, but later he cracked
UPSC (CSE) and became an [.P.S. officer. On the other side even University toppers are not
able to crack those or even rudimentary exams. This shows that cramming does not work in
every exam. Thus there is an urgent need to change the education system.

There are, however, many innovative teachers who worked and are still working, a lot
for education sector. For example: about 6 years ago the Govt. Primary School, Moor Ghat,
U.P. was an ordinary govt. school. It didn't have basic infrastructure. Only 19 students were
studying there. Then a Headmaster named Sarvest Kumar was posted there. He went from
home to home in the whole village and placated people to send their children to school. He
arranged money from here and there for infrastructure of school. Now this school is a Model
school having beautiful walls with paintings on them, Smart classrooms and E- Library. Now
280 students study there. There are many teachers like him, who, with their great efforts
changed the life of many students.

Thus our education system needs reformation. Government should give more budget
to education sector. Training should be given to teachers so that they can teach students with
modern technologies. There should be no pressure on students; teachers should teach them in
playful ways.

A very large part of India's population is of a young generation. The energy of this
young generation should be used in the right direction for growth of the country. Now this is
an important thing to understand that if education system—schools, colleges and universities—
works for the holistic development of the students and teach them with interdisciplinary
approach, then most students will shine out and genuine development comes about. This type
of 'Well Educated' students can work actively for the development of country. Education is the
only thing that can take the nation to new heights.

Aanchal
BA-III, 41



Moods of Friends

Friends love moods
The heart is kind to their every act
I still remember my friend who
Stood together in every trouble
I don’t know when those moments will come back
With lots of fun and lot of laughs
When together we were just talk talk talk
Everything seemed special even the stern or boring class
The canteen, the tea, the samosas, the junky chips
The tangled noodles, the greasy pakodas and the chutney dips
In between the pranks, and long pulling of legs
It wasn’t clear when the friendships took deepest colours
Some became friends for life and some even the secret partners
In everything—the opening of lids of tiffins and birthday bashes
And then the missed classes for fun and getting caught
Excuses that run like a thread that bind us
Teacher did not turn up for the class

All of us have found an excuse for selfies

Friends are useless and say things which are mean
But it is an exception that happens only in bad times
Oh it is long list of mistakes—our college time
But it was delicious and lot of fun too

Live together, today, everyday: this is friendship.
This is life and so the heart is kind to its every act.

Mandeep
BA-IL, 116
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Commerce Section

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

Intellectual property (IP) pertains to any original creation of the human intellect such as artistic,
literary, technical, or scientific creation. Intellectual property rights (IPR) refers to the legal
rights given to the inventor or creator to protect his invention or creation for a certain period of
time. These legal rights gives an exclusive right to the inventor/creator to fully utilize his
invention/creation for a given period of time. IP plays a vital role in the modern economy. It
has also been conclusively established that the intellectual labor associated with the innovation
should be given due importance so that public good emanates from it. There has been a
quantum jump in research and development (R&D) costs with an associated jump in
investments required for putting a new technology in the market place. The stakes of the
developers of technology have become very high, and hence, the need to protect the knowledge
from unlawful use has become expedient, at least for a period, that would ensure recovery of
the R&D and other associated costs and adequate profits for continuous investments in
R&D.IPR is a strong tool, to protect investments, time, money, effort invested by the
inventor/creator of an IP since it grants the inventor/creator an exclusive right for a certain
period for the use of his invention/creation. Thus IPR, in this way aids the economic
development of a country by promoting healthy competition and encouraging industrial
development and economic growth.

Originally, only patents, trademarks, and industrial designs were protected as ‘Industrial
Property’, but now the term ‘Intellectual Property’ has a much wider meaning. IPR enhances
technology advancement in the following ways, it provides a mechanism for handling
infringement, piracy, and unauthorized use that provides a pool of information to the general
public since all forms of IP are published except in the case of trade secrets.IP protection can
be sought for a variety of intellectual efforts including-

(i) Patents- A patent is awarded for an invention, which satisfies the criteria of global novelty,
non-obviousness, and industrial or commercial application. Patents can be granted for products
and processes.

(i) Industrial designs relate to features of any shape, configuration, surface pattern, the composition
of lines, and colors applied to an article whether 2-D, e.g., textile, or 3-D, e.g., toothbrush

(iii) Trademarks relate to any mark, name, or logo under which trade is conducted for any
product or service and by which the manufacturer or the service provider is identified.
Trademarks can be bought, sold, and licensed. Trademark has no existence apart from the
goodwill of the product or service it symbolizes

(iv) Copyright relates to the expression of ideas in material form and includes literary, musical,
dramatic, artistic, cinematography work, audio tapes, and computer software

(v) Geographical indications are indications, which identify as good as originating in the
territory of a country or a region or locality in that territory where a given quality, reputation,
or another characteristic of the goods is essentially attributable to its geographical origin.

Monika
Asstt. Professor ,Deptt.of Commerce



Need to Inculcate Healthy Eating Habits in Youth
Eating nutritious food is an important aspect of maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Heart disease,
diabetes, high blood pressure, cancer, acidity, and other diseases are all prevented by eating
a healthy diet. Healthy eating habits should be instilled in children and young people to
promote healthy growth and cognitive development. But in the few past years, dietary
patterns have been shifted from traditional health diets to unhealthy junk food due to
increased manufacturing of processed foods, rapid urbanization and changing lifestyle.
Children and adolescent are eating more foods that are heavy in energy, fats, free sugar and
salt and many people aren’t eating enough fruits, vegetables & dietary fiber like whole grains.
A low-quality, high-junk food diet has a negative impact on not only our physical but also our
mental health. Mental effects such as despair, rage, and anxiety induce hormonal imbalances
in the body, making our bodies more reliant on junk food. Junk foods are high in sugars,
calories, and fats, which contribute to obesity and overweight in today's youth. As a result, it
is necessary to eliminate this dangerous diet and replace it with nutritious foods rich in fiber,
vitamins, proteins, and other nutrients. Childhood, in my opinion, is the perfect time to instill
proper eating habits. Parents can set an example for their children by eating nutritious foods
and educating them about the benefits of home-cooked meals. They should urge their
children to eat vegetables, fruits, legumes, wholegrains, and drink milk and juice, among other
things. Some healthy eating habits include the following dos and don'ts: -
¢ Eat three times a day, with nutritious snacks in between.
¢ Drink water on a regular basis, 30 minutes before and after each meal.
¢ Prepare healthful meals at home.
¢ Eat a diet rich in proteins, fiber, and vitamins.
¢ Eat a healthy meal before going shopping to avoid eating junk food.
¢ Don't forget to have breakfast, and finish your last meal on time.
* Yoga, going to the gym, and playing any outdoor activity are all good examples of physical
activities to engage in.
¢ Eat boiled rather than fried foods.

Shivani
Asstt .Professor
Deptt.of Commerce



Influence: A Foe to Have a Relationship With

It’s a beautiful days, it has just stopped raining and the college campus looks beautiful. Classes
are in full swing, some students are enjoying their free lecture while others are heading towards
their classes. Radhika wants to attend the lecture however, her friend is in no mood to attend
the class that day so Radhika also changed her mood and did not attend the class. They both
relish chai and samosa and enjoyed the weather.

Now, is Radhika’s friend bad for not attending their lecture and influence Radhika to bunk her
class or is Radhika not strong enough to assert her wish or is afraid that her friend will think of
her as monotonous or bookish.

Well, let’s understand the environment surrounding a student’s life. They have friends,
teachers, parents, siblings, social media influencers and many more that they constantly look
upon and observe their behaviour. Due to these environmental factors, naturally they tend to
perform certain activities that are against their wish or nature or likings. In order to impress
their friends or influence their siblings etc., they perform activities that are not expected of
them. Jonah Berger in his book “Invisible Influence: the Hidden forces that shape behaviour”
have discussed the ways in which our behaviour is shaped by others and how people are
struggling to remain different in a similar world. To quote “it is a little bit like goldilocks. We
don’t want to be the same as everybody else, but too different is also bad. We are trying to walk
the line between being similar and different.”

No age group is left unaffected by this struggle. Everyone at their workplace, at their homes,
among friends, among colleagues, on social media is struggling not to break the thin line
between getting easily influenced and having their own thoughts. According to the dictionary
of psychology influence is any change in an individual’s thoughts, feelings, or behaviors’
caused by other people, who may be actually present or whose presence is imagined, expected
or only implied. To explain further, lets understand the Asch conformity experiment; in this a
group of eight male college students participated. Out of these eight, seven are paid actors and
one is an actual participant. All eight participants are given same question to choose a line out
of three lines A,B and C similar to target line as depicted in the image given below. All seven
paid actors were directed to choose line B similar to target line. However, the eighth participant
has to use his thoughts and select. The result of the experiment reflects that the eighth
participant also choose line B as similar to target line. Thus, depicting that influence of people
around us disturbs the decision making ability. There are various other experiments conducted
and theories framed to support and prove the hypothesis that invisible influence affects the
decision making ability.

A B C

You remember Radhika, the girl who bunk her class due to her friend’s influence. Hence, we
all live in an environment where invisible influence is leading our lives and affecting decision

Target line



making ability. The urge to impress others or be a part of the group affects the decision making
ability. Though it is not suggested here that being a part of the group is wrong, as it is difficult
to survive in isolation. But the point of this article is that how much influence of others is
acceptable that it does not interrupt the decision making ability. The search is to look for a
solution to have your own ideas, your own decisions and using this invisible influence in such
a manner that is beneficial for a group as a whole.

As a student, you have to make various decisions in your life. Decisions like getting up in the
morning , deciding to do self care, deciding to dress yourself, deciding to choose what time to
reach college, deciding to learn something in college and deciding about your entire day. These
decisions cannot be considered as small, they are as critical as deciding about marriage and
family. All these environments impact your decision making ability. You may choose not to
get affected by the particular environment but it has impact on your decision making ability.
Social media marketing/Influencers have great impact on the decisions of the buyers.
Companies are using these platforms to influence audience directly. Social media influencers
through their indirect advertising affect the thinking ability of the consumer and students.
According to UNICEF, 1 in 7 Indians aged 15 to 24 years feel depressed. Depression is linked
to lack of self-esteem, poor concentration and other maladaptive symptoms, and can lead to
difficulties in communication, failure to work or study productively, amplified risk of
substance use and abuse, as well as suicidal thoughts. One of the key risk factors for these
prevalent rates of depression is social media. All these environmental factors have direct as
well as indirect influence on decision making abilities and impacting lives at large.

Let’s face a fact that we cannot ignore this influence on us, but we can manage the impact of
invisible influence by having a mindful relation with it. Any tool is as useful as you can make
it. The most powerful tool to deal with invisible influence is to understand it, embrace it and
think of ways to deal with it. There can be few methods by which you can manage this
influence.

Accept it: If you are thinking that you are not easily influenced by others than you are wrong.
So first step is to accept it, everyone is influenced by others in some or other way.
Understand it: Only when you accept your flaw is that you can change it or correct it. So you
must try to understand the reason behind it.

Able to differentiate between good influence and bad influence: self awareness is the key
to excel in life and live happily. If one is not self conscious, then he cannot understand other
people’s thoughts, their intentions and their vibrations.

Time management: Plan your day and activities. It will give you a better understanding of
your goals and resources to achieve those goals. Study books on time management, reading
books is the best therapy for self improvement.

Dr.Yogita
Asstt.Professor
Deptt. Of Commerce
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gafad 3THNET FT gl
2)Availability of foreign exchange :|-Ta¢eff =amR facel R™fFeHET Fr o o Hr gaifaw
Hgcaqul HIY g
3)Revenue to the govt :|-[acel STUR & FROT TSR I JRT AET H 3mag g T &
ST ToTed T T1fed @it gl
4)Encouragement to Industrilisation : I—ﬁ?Qﬁ SR & ATEIH § 27 H 33}’3!’[?T gt & faefad
F & AT 39eTFH IYFOT, AT AT T dehailen] AT TIAdT & 39Ty & ST &1 Beld:
& 7 3o e @ dicaesd e gl
IMPORTANCE OF IMPORT AND EXPORT FOR INDIAN ECONOMY:| -HIRd HI 3rdfcgaeer & fau
3marar 3R Aty &1 FFafatad Agaa gi-

IMPORTANCE OF IMPORT
1)TO MEET SHORTAGE OF ESSENTIAL CONSUMER GOODS:| $TRAIT 37¥edaear el 3ifaary
SYSHIFAT TEIHT S, WIETTeed, TTeA T Tel, AT TS hT HAT Y TATAT SaRT G AT Fehell
gl

2)TO OBTAIN IMPORTANT INPUT: | -HRe &1 3(9el 3chlail T ¥ fah & Tl #HAgea qoT
T S Y, IEAS @ie, WiAsl 3T $r 3maeaehdr gidy &1 37d: SoTehr T Y 3t
GaRT QU faRaAT ST g

IMPORTANCE OF EXPORT :|-

1)EXPORT OF SURPLUS PRODUCTION :|-81Rd #H &8 a&q3il SI =1, Yedal 3Mfg &1 3cdreet

B 3Tl § 3T g &




5of aeq3it @ fagelt @ faaia

I & I3 AT TAHERIH FATS TR 3G AT THT gl g

2)TO OBTAIN FOREIGN EXCHANGE: | -8Rl &1 319a 3Tl &l Ui ol & foiw fagelr ger &
IR A1 &1 5 fageh Aar T & sgor 7 & wrea R S R €

Main Imports and Export in India :|-ARd oETHIT 7500 a@&ﬁ Fr [ITT TUT I AT B
HRA & AT T AT e e o7 @ &1 #Rd & {&T 3 adr @a & 8

Chief items of Import :|-

1)Machinery 2)Iron and steel 3)Petrol and Petroleum product 4)Transport equipment 5)Food grains
etc

MAIN ITEMS OF EXPORT :|-
1.CLOTH and Apparels 2.TEA
3.Jute products 4.SPICIES 5)GEMS AND JEWELLERY etc

Aman
Class -B.A



Social Sciences

Gender quotas in Gram Panchayats in India

In most countries, women are still denied basic social, economic, and political rights. India is
not an exception. Indian women have been denied an independent role in decision making
and the culprit has been a deeply entrenched patriarchal value system that has been
influencing Indian culture and social ethos. Even though regional variations do exist in terms
of the impact of patriarchal values in the sense that north India is more notorious for being
more patriarchal yet south India is not completely free from its influence. The decisions by
women in India have been influenced by the commands of the male members of the family.
Therefore, patriarchy is a social system where cultural and social norms give preference to
men and put restrictions on opportunities for women and all social, economic, and political
power is vested in men. However, social justice, democracy, and human development call for
an egalitarian society based on gender equality. One of the most important prerequisites for a
democratic and egalitarian country is the participation of its women in politics and her
representation in other decision-making bodies. Women's representation in political decision-
making is significant from both normative and practical aspects. Normatively, it would ensure
representation of almost 50% of the population in the decision-making process and practically
it would ensure that policies and decisions are not made from the male perspective only and
would also take care of the interests of women.

The pathetic position of women and to achieve gender equality, a movement towards women
empowerment was initiated in most countries including India. Indian women have come a long
way as far as political leadership and decision-making is concerned. The movement towards
political empowerment of Indian women started with participation in India’s freedom struggle
and then in numerous social moments after independence. The effort was further carried
forward with much vigour and conviction in post-independent India. The most critical decision
for women's political empowerment was the passage of the 73rd and 74th Amendments Acts
which provided gender-based reservation in institutions of local self-governance.

Introducing women in politics at grassroots levels through gender quotas was a farsighted and
revolutionary step. Experiences from the performance of gram panchayats from all over India
have manifested the positive impact of the reservation of seats for women. It has transformed
women’s perceptions about themselves. They have gained self and social respect, have been
able to exercise leadership capabilities, have participated in developmental decisions and
policymaking bringing about qualitative and inclusive changes in the lives of rural masses.
Women representatives in particular and SC/ST women representatives, in general, have
shown signs of assertiveness in a male-dominated society.

Despite many achievements, there are stil many obstacles in achieving political
empowerment of women through reservation in local bodies. Indian society is still dominantly
a patriarchal society. Patriarchal values cut across all the sections, regions, and religions of
the society. Women and EWRs both face staunch resistance from both men and women alike.
Itis because patriarchy has been internalized by both sexes. The situation is worse for women
belonging to marginalized sections like SC and ST. Instances of violence, sexual abuse, and
intimidations are still rampant to contain women from entering into local politics. llliteracy, lack
of knowledge and awareness, lack of self-confidence, and casteist mindsets are other
impediments. Besides social constraints, many institutional constraints are also being used to
keep women out of political decision-making processes. Thus, there is a need to introduce
corrective mechanisms.



A coordinated and integrated strategy that includes all the stakeholders is a fundamental
requirement. The strategy has to be implemented both at the cognitive and technical levels.
There is a need for massive value transformation in Indian society wherein the traditional
patriarchal mindset is replaced by a more egalitarian and rational value system. People,
including women, need to be gender sensitized. The overall literacy status, particularly female
literacy status has to be improved. The entire Education system needs an overhauling.
Education must ensure that new democratic, secular, and rational values are imparted to
students. Besides, other reforms that need to be undertaken include cutting down of the
intervention of political parties in the functioning of panchayats, elections should be conducted
fairly, generation of political awareness among rural women, organization of special training
and refresher courses for women representatives, recognition of the contribution of women
representatives and special incentives for them and broadcasting the same. Also, the time has
come to raise the ratio of reserved seats for women in local institutions. Times have changed
since 1992. Women representatives in gram panchayats have displayed their calibre, society
has evolved, literacy status is improving, and by and large appreciation and acceptance of
women’s political role are there. An increase in seats for women will give a further impetus to
the socio-economic and political empowerment of women.

To conclude, mere gender quotas and technical patchwork will not lead to women's political
empowerment. The fundamental hindrance in the way of women's empowerment, in general,
is the patriarchal value system which has to be eradicated from the minds of Indian people. It
will take time as value transformation is a gradual process. Indian society is changing and
eventually, we will witness holistic empowerment of women in the coming future.

Rajat Soni
Assistant Professor
Deptt. Of Public Administration



Rising Food Prices in India

The official estimates of the Government of India, on the state of inflation in the economy
during February 2022, has confirmed the fears of rising price spectre. Both the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) and the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) showed high and rising annual inflation rates
of 6.07per cent and 13.11per cent, respectively. The inflation at the food level was also high at
5.9 per cent and 8.5 per cent, respectively. India’s central bank, the RBI, has been given the
mandate to maintain annual inflation at 4 per cent until 31 March 2026 with an upper tolerance
limit of 6 per cent. Nearly all the four inflation rates are either higher or closer to RBI’s upper
limit.

The CFPI, or consumer food price index, stood at 5.9 per cent in February 2022 and was driven
up mainly by inflation in edible oils, vegetables, cereals and livestock products, including milk,
meat and fish. Apart from the seasonality effect where, generally, the prices tend to rise in the
summer months, mainly for vegetables and dairy, the global contagion of high edible oil prices
is behind most of the inflation we are observing in domestic markets of these oils. Higher feed
costs, mainly from maize and soymeal, are also pulling up inflation in the livestock sector.
With supply disruptions from the Ukraine-Russia war on mainly four accounts including wheat,
sunflower oil, fertilisers, and maize, continued price pressures are likely to stay at least for
these crops. High global prices reflect in domestic markets, generally with a lag and mostly via
three routes. One, high global prices offer lucrative export opportunities that reduce the
domestic availability of a crop, thereby pulling up its prices in domestic markets. Two,
dependency on expensive imports, like in the case of edible oils, facilitates the domestic
contagion of high global prices, and three, inter alia, the high cost of imported inputs like
fertilisers increases the cost of cultivation, leading to the pulling up of crop prices in domestic
markets.

Climate change is another important impact on our food system. The impact is even more on
an agrarian economy like India, which is creating ripple effects on the entire food production
chain. The harm caused to agriculture and food security by the ongoing heatwave is multi-
dimensional. It affected the wheat crop and the food supply, prompting a phenomenal rise in

the price of wheat products. The loss to wheat is both qualitative (the low output) as well as



quantitative (the grain is also of poor quality). It should be seen in the light of the fact that food
security is as much about the quantity of food, as it is also related about the nutritional value.
Higher temperatures, shifting seasons, changing precipitation patterns, sea-level rise, and
growing frequency and intensity of extreme weather events such as droughts, floods, extreme
heat, and cyclones are the key factors in reducing agricultural productivity, disrupting food
supply chains, and displacing communities.

The Global Food Policy Report 2022 by the International Food Policy Research Institute has
warned that climate change may push many Indians towards hunger by 2030 due to a decline
in agricultural production and disruption in the food supply chain. The report notes that
globally, around 65 million people are at risk due to climate change-induced hunger, with 17
million people in India facing hunger by 2030, the highest among all countries. The report
further states that although global food production may increase by 60 per cent by 2050, 50
crores of Indians would still be at the risk of going hungry. Of these 50 crores, seven crore
people would suffer from hunger due to climate change.

Now the world needs to rethink, what kind of food systems we require to have for the future.
In a country like India, millions of households will be affected with each wrong decision. We
would have to redesign our economic system, current system is not sustainable, we should have
adopted agroecology to get from a green to an evergreen revolution which could make
agriculture healthy and farmer wealthy. There is an urgent need to slow emissions today to

prevent those future consequences.

Dr. Punam
Assistant Professor

Deptt.of Economics
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Inflation

Rise and fall in the price of any commodity in the market is a common process. But whenever
the prices of any goods go higher and the prices go up so much that it seems impossible for the
general public to buy those things then this situation is called an inflationary situation. Due to
this, there is a sudden stir in the economy which becomes difficult to control.

"Inflation is simply a persistent and appreciable rise in the general price level."

The main cause of inflation is high demand for goods and services and there is not enough
production to fulfill the demand. In such a situation, due to a shortage of goods in the market,
the prices suddenly start skyrocketing and are out of reach of the general public. Environmental
factors also affect the prices of goods. For instance, we can see the prices of grain and
vegetables going up because the production of grains was affected in this year due to the
environment, raise in price directly affects the real income of the general public. Apart from
this, some traders or sellers create an artificial shortage of goods. There is actually not as much
shortage of goods in the country as we see, the biggest reason for this is that some people
deliberately store the goods, due to which there is a shortage of goods created in the market
and the prices of those goods increase very much and make them more profitable than usual.
After this artificial shortage, the economy falls into a state of inflation.

We can see a glimpse of the huge losses in the economy due to inflation recently in Sri Lanka.
The main causes of inflation in Sri Lanka's economy are major structural weakness, contraction
of trade as a percentage of GDP, low level of FDI, declining tax revenue by the government,
and a failure to diversify export destination and sector. Apart from this, the government's abrupt
switch to ORGANIC FARMING is also a major cause of inflation in Sri Lanka. Suddenly the
result of adopting organic farming without any plans was that the economy was completely
shaken. The prices of goods increased too much that even the people were unable to buy the
goods and the entire economy fell apart.

The government of the country should make new policies to control prices so that sustainability
in the prices can be achieved and situation of inflation doesn't arise in the economy or the old
policies should be reformed so that the economy remains rock free from any damage caused
by inflation and the economy remains strong.

Reshma
B.com CAV st Year (Economics)
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